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CONTACT US 
University of Minnesota 

7-546 Moos Tower 
515 Delaware Street, S.E. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 
Phone: 612-626-4744 
Fax: 612-626-5778 

E-mail: tmj.registry@umn.edu 
http://tmjregistry.org 

(612) 626-4744 
http://tmjregistry.org 
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Research Team 

Directors 
James Fricton, Principal Investigator 
Sandra Myers, Director of NIDCR’s Repository  
Lois Kehl, Director of Neuroscience 
John Look, Senior Epidemiologist 
Patricia Carlson, Director of Outreach & Recruitment 
Administration 
Wenjun Kang, Systems Administrator 
Bruce Lindgren, Biostatistics 
Wei Ouyang, Data Management 
Sandra Fabian, Office Manager 
Repository 
Shanti Kaimal, Oral Medicine/Radiology 
Ching-Chang Ko, TMJ Implants  
Yajing Li, DNA Isolation & Extraction 
Abeer Yakout, Histology & Immunohistochemistry 
Registry 
Mansur Ahmad, TMJ Imaging 
Amanda Jackson, Research Coordinator 
Patricia Lenton, Clinical Research Examiner  
Consultants 
Louis G. Mercuri, Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery  
James Swift, Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
William Grizzle, Repository Consultant** 
Lael Gatewood, Health Informatics 
Donald Connelly, Health Informatics  
Kai-Nan An, Orthopedic Research/Implants* 
Shawn O’Driscoll, Orthopedics* 
Floyd Larson, FDA Implant Consultant  
Walter Bowles, Neuroscience 
Patrick Gaffney, Genetics 
Darryl Hamamoto, Oral Medicine 
Nelson Rhodus, Oral Medicine 
Patrick Mantyh, Neuroscience  
Ronald Messner, Rheumatology  
Bryan Michalowicz, Periodontology 
Eric Schiffman, TMJ Disorders 
* Mayo Clinic 
** University of Alabama at Birmingham  
 

We need your help! 

The success of a national TMJ 

registry and repository 

requires the involvement of a 

network of clinicians, 

researchers, patients, donors, 

and implant manufacturers. 

As research is completed, 

NIDCR’s TIRR data (medical, 

clinical, epidemiological) will 

be posted on our website 

http://tmjregistry.org to 

help educate consumers, 

patients, and health care 

providers in making informed 

treatment decisions and 

improving patient care and 

outcomes. 

     

Enroll today & impact 
treatment tomorrow! 
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NIDCR's TIRR 

 What is the TMJ Implant Registry and Repository? 
The National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research has sponsored a national TMJ 
Implant Registry and Repository (NIDCR’s TIRR) located at the University of Minnesota. 
Our mission is to collect clinical information and biological specimens from individuals with 
TMJ disorders throughout the United States to stimulate research on TMJ implants. The 
availability of well-characterized biological specimens will help basic science and clinical 
research studies focused on the pathobiology of TMJ diseases and disorders, while the 
availability of retrieved tissues and implants will aid in the design and development of a 
new generation of implantable materials. 
 

For more information, call  
NIDCR’s TIRR at  

612-626-4744 or  
e-mail us at tmj.registry@umn.edu  

 
 

 

For researchers, NIDCR’s 
TIRR offers important 
resources:  
 

 An extensive collection of clinical 
and historical information on 
individuals who have had TMJ 
implants or are currently 
considering a TMJ surgery. 

 Well-characterized specimens 
including blood, TMJ tissue 
specimens, and retrieved TMJ 
implants are stored and available 
for research.   

 The contents of the database, 
biological samples, and retrieved 
implants will be made available to 
basic and clinical researchers via 
an application on our website 
http://tmjregistry.org. 

 

Our mission is to stimulate and 
support research in TMJ disorders 
and advance the understanding 

and success of treatment for 
patients with this painful 

condition. 

 

For clinicians recruiting 
cases, NIDCR’s TIRR has 
many benefits: 
 

 Research support to improve the 
understanding and treatment of 
TMJ disorders.  

 National recognition for 
participating in the NIDCR’s TIRR. 

 Automated on-line data collection 
and analysis to determine outcomes 
using a state-of-the-art web 
system. 

 Collaboration with clinicians 
nationwide concerning current 
treatment of TMJ disorders. 

  

 
 

 

For patients who 
participate in NIDCR’s 
TIRR: 
 
We are asking patients to consent 
to contribute clinical information 
and, if they are having TMJ surgery, 
biological specimens.  
 
Please review our website for 
information regarding NIDCR's 
TIRR, TMJ disorders, TMD 
treatment, and TMJ implants. 
Benefits to patients will include: 
 
 Contribution to a national 

effort to improve care for TMJ 
disorders. 

 Tracking and monitoring of 
patient treatment, progress 
and outcomes. 

 Confidentiality and privacy.  
 A permanent and transferable 

electronic TMJ and health 
record. 

Types of TMJ patient 
needed for TIRR: 
 

 TMJ surgery with implants 
 TMJ surgery without implants 
 Non-surgical treatment for TMJD 
 
 


